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REMARKS 

Claims 1,7-11 and 1-26 are pending in this application, of which claims 1, 7, 9, 10 and 16 
have been amended. Claims 19-26 have been withdrawn from consideration. Now new claims have 
been added. 

The Examiner has objected to claim 9 for depending from canceled claim 2. Accordingly, 
claim 9 has been amended to change its dependency from claim 2 to claim 1 . 
The claims stand rejected as follows: 

1. Claims 10-11 and 17-18 under 35 USC §102(e) as unpatentable over Inbe et al. 
(previously applied); 

2. Claims 1, 3-5 and 7 under 35 USC §103(a) as unpatentable over Mrklas et al. 
(previously applied) in view of Ulrich (previously applied); 

3. Claims 1 and 8-9 under 35 USC §103(a) as unpatentable over Inbe et al. in view of 
Ulrich ; 

4. Claims 3-7 under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over Inbe et al. and Ulrich . and 
further in view of Coggins (previously applied); and 

5. Claims 12-16 under 35 USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over Inbe et al. in view of 
Coggins. 

Applicants traverse all of these rejections. 
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These references were all discussed in Applicants' response of March 8, 2004, which will 

not be repeated here. 

The Examiner has asserted the following: 

In response to applicant's argument that "none of the cited references 
recognizes or identifies that the distinction between the relaxation 
mode and the refreshment mode is based on the lowering or raising 
of the activity of the autonomic nervous system", the examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Mrklas discloses that the SRS Computer 23 
is programmed to increasingly induce deeper states of relaxation as 
the session progresses (col. 21, lines 12-14) and near the end of the 
session may again initiate the massage mechanism to awaken the 
subject from his relaxed state (relaxation mode) and into normal 
wakefulness (refreshment mode) and that high activity level of the 
autonomic nervous system is associated with high level of stress and 
vice versa (col. 14, lines 18-21). Inbe also teaches that the change 
rate of the heartbeat (activity of the automatic nervous system) is 
associated with the relax level (level of stress) (col. 7, lines 22-35) 
and a massage movement adjusting means 20 (fig. 2 and 8) having a 
mode changes over means 40 (col. 6, lines 7-24) for switching 
between a relaxation mode (deep relax level H as shown in fig. 9) and 
a refreshment mode (light level L, fig. 9) by varying the speed and the 
massage intensity of the vibration. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. None of Mrklas , Ulrich or Inbe et al. specifically 

discloses the "activity of the autonomic nervous system", although column 14, lines 14-21 of Mrklas 

disclose that stress may be detected using sensors which detect heartbeat, breathing (respiration), 

galvanic skin resistance and brain wave activity. None of these references specifically mention or 

teach that stress may be related to skin temperature, where a rise in the skin temperature indicates 
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a relaxed state, and a drop in skin temperature indicates a tense state, as recited in claims 6 and 1 5 
of the instant application. 

Accordingly, independent claims 1 and 10 have been amended to recite these limitations, as 
well as the limitations of claims 3 and 12 respectively depending therefrom. 

Thus, all prior art rejections should be withdrawn. 



11 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/995,801 
Amendment filed September 7, 2004 
Reply to OA dated May 21, 2004 



In view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks, claims 1,7-11 and 
16-18, as amended, are in condition for allowance, which action, at an early date, is requested. 

If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney at the telephone number indicated 
below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicants respectfully petition for an 
appropriate extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 
fees which may be due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 



ARMSTRONG, KRATZ, QUINTOS, 
HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 



William L. Brooks 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 34,129 
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